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there was a policeman or a soldier for every thirty people, vainly
trying to keep order. An ex-Fenian named Michael Davitt
formed a Land League, by which the peasantry bound themselves
not to force up rents by bidding against each other for land, and
not to pay any rent at all to harsh landlords. Any person who
fell under the displeasure of the League was " boycotted "—
that is to say, nobody was to have any dealings with him.
The wrongs of Ireland were kept forcibly before the attention
of Parliament by the Irish members, who had recently formed
themselves into a distinct " Nationalist Party," under the
leadership of Charles Stuart ParnelL There were only about
sixty of them, but they were so well disciplined that they were
able to make themselves extremely unpleasant. Parnell's
method was to compel the Government to attend to Ireland's
grievances by obstructing all other public business. This
obstruction consisted of incessant speech-making by organised
relays of Nationalist members.
The Chief Secretary for Ireland in the Ministry was W. E.
Forster, the hero of the Education Act of 1870. Though an
advanced Radical, he felt that the disorders must be suppressed
before anything else could be done for the country, and he there-
fore brought in a drastic "Coercion Bill" (1881), empowering
magistrates to imprison people without trial. The Irish mem-
bers resisted it with such pertinacity that they prolonged the
debate from four o'clock on a Monday until nine o'clock on the
following Wednesday; but it was forced through at last, and
Gladstone was compelled to alter the procedure of the House
by a regulation which empowered the Speaker to apply " the
closure " whenever a debate was carried to an unreasonable
length.
Meanwhile the Prime Minister had been busy preparing a
Second Land Act (1881) to repair the deficiencies of the First.
It was the longest and most elaborate piece of legislation ever
brought before Parliament. The principles embodied in it
were spoken of as " The Three F's ": Fair Rents, to be fixed
by independent tribunals ; Fixity of Tenure, so that a tenant

